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Frontispiece: Tilly, the Weary 

Westie, is with us no more 
Andrew Perrott, and Dame Tilly Barker’s last 
piece of dogtation  
 

The writing was on the wall, it seems, 
when Tilly Barker (9 October 2015- 
5 December 2024) dogtated her last 
snippets to me. 
 

 
 

Some time in 2020: thinking deep thoughts... 
 

While Tilly’s operation in October was 
successful, the cancer was aggressive 
and had spread. She had a scan in 
November that confirmed the worst; after 
bouncing back at first she became 
lethargic, unenthusiastic about food and 
rather wobbly on her legs at times. It 
was a shock, but not a surprise. 
 

Tilly was a busy girl right to the end. We 
had decided that she would dogtate her 
next article to me bit by bit, sooner 
rather than later because Christmas was 
approaching, and her last piece is 
below. Its title was going to be along the 
lines of Tailpiece: a Weary Westie on 
tablets, sausages and posing among the 
pansies. 

          
You all know that I like power 
dognaps. Well, I’m taking rather 
more PDs (that’s Westie-shorthand 
for power dognaps) now because I’m 
not a well girl. I’m taking various 
tablets – the pink ones are supposed 
to be 'palatable', which is such a lie, 
because they are really yucky – and 
my friend Nancy’s boss makes sure 
that I take my tablets by hand-

feeding them to me in pieces of 
sausage yum yum.  
 

 
 

'I’m a Westie and I want my sausages...' 
 

She knows that I like sausage, and 
the tablets are going down a treat, 
even the yucky ones. I’ll do a lot for 
pieces of sausage... 
 

The Boss’s office is a tip, full of 
boxes and stuff. I like being with 

him when he types up my dogtation, 
but my armchairs are covered with 
books and folders so I’ve taken to 
lying by his feet, right under his 
chair, in the middle of the wheels. 
 

 
 

The Boss has to be very careful not to run me 

over; he says 'ignore the tatty carpet'... 
 

 
 

It makes him so cross because he 
says that he’ll run over my paws if 
I’m not careful.  
 

"You’ve two choices, Boss," I said. 
"Put up with it or clear an armchair 
for me." He did clear one for me, 
wonders never cease, but I really do 

like to be on the floor by his feet...  
 

I’m still getting out and about if 
there’s a car handy to meet my 
transportation needs. One day the 
electric telephone rang while the 
Boss was at his computer. 
 

"Hello... yes... no... when?... now? 
Yes, I’ll tell her." My ears pricked up, 
and I did that semaphore thing 
where I flap them at him. It always 

makes him laugh.  
 

"What? I asked. "Well, Pup," he said. 
"That was Noisy Nancy. She says do 

you want a car ride?" Goodness... 
Nancy really does ask the stupidest 
questions at times; she knows that I 
love car rides... so the Boss and I 
walked down the lane at a sedate 
pace. There’s a lot of sniffing to be 
done in a hundred yards, so I don’t 
rush, even though my transport’s 
waiting for me. 
 

Nancy and I sit in the back like 
divas; well, I do, anyway. I’m a 

natural diva, as you know, but 
Nancy sometimes looks as if she’s 
been dragged through a hedge 
backwards.  
 

Our first stop was Seiriol Men’s 
Shed in Llangoed (I’m their unofficial 
mascot, you know) to deliver some 

copies of The Puffin, then we were off 

to the garden centre for some winter  

pansies. Nancy stayed in the car 
(she’s a bit, um, bouncy) and I 
strolled and sniffed and said hello to 
people here and there. Then I posed 
for a photo or two; I think that I 
looked rather chic, a flower among 
flowers. 
 

 
 

This is me, posing among the pansies at the end of 
October... 

(Mavis Bishop) 
 

 
 

...and at Seiriol Men’s Shed in mid-November; I 
do make a smart mascot, don’t I? 

(Brian Williams) 
 

It’s a busy job being a mascot. I had 

to supervise another of The Puffin’s 

Editorial Team Meetings in October. 

I had a really comfy raised seat this 
time so that I could keep them in 
order if they stepped out of line. One 
takes one’s mascot duties very 
seriously, you know. 
 

 
 

Mascots’r’us...I had a smashing seat at the 
Editorial Team Meeting! 
 

I’m not doing so much walking now. 
It’s mostly slow strolling and sniffing 
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everything very carefully. That really 
used to annoy the Boss, but he 
knows that I’m not doing it on 
purpose, and he’s very patient with 
me. Do you know, he even carries 
me upstairs to bed in my doughnut 
bed now because it’s more comfy? 
He does have his uses. 

          
This is the story of Tilly’s short but busy 
life.  
 

Tilly’s predecessor, Jess, went to the 
Great Celestial Kennel in September 
2015. We wanted another dog, and my 
niece had spotted Tilly on a dog-rescue 
website. She was a pup; we didn’t really 
want a pup or a small dog, but decided 
to give her a home because she needed 
one.  
 

She arrived on 1 February 2016, a 16-
week-old dirty, scruffy ball of fluff. We 
were her fourth stop (why do people 
take on a dog without thinking of the 
responsibilities?) but she’d found her 
forever home.   
 

 
 

Tilly was a sniffer from the start... 
 

Tilly was a joy from the day she arrived. 
She had her nose in my red wine twice 
that evening, but was teetotal from then 
on. Dog-training started a couple of days 
after she arrived; Tilly set herself low 
standards, which she seldom reached. 
She was a Westie, after all, and did 
things her way if, indeed, she wanted to 

do them at all... She was such a good, 
gentle, little girl, though, and had the 
sweetest nature. 
 

 
 

Pony-watching was one of Tilly’s favourite 
pastimes 
 

Tilly’s eyesight started to deteriorate 
when she was four. Her eyes made little 
by way of tears, and were slowly being 
obscured by blood vessels growing 
across them. Diligent daily cleaning and 
the application of a variety of drops kept 
them working after a fashion, and she 
didn’t lose her sight completely. 

The COVID pandemic arrived in 2020, 
throwing a huge spanner into the 
machine of daily life.  
 

Tilly and I decided that we needed to do 
something light-hearted to brighten 
things up when all appeared to be doom 
and gloom, and her first article appeared 

in The Puffin 33, August 2020. Neither 

of us intended that her articles become a 

regular feature in The Puffin, but they 

acquired a life of their own.  
 

Tilly and I realised that we’d never hear 
the end of it if she stopped dogtating her 
articles, and she became quite the 
Media Pooch in the process, with a 

devoted following among The Puffin’s 

readers. She could be a bit wordy at 
times, but didn’t let stardom go to her 
head too often.  

          
Now I must say some thank-yous: to a 
close neighbour who was very kind and 
supportive to Tilly and me as Tilly’s 
health declined; to Aran Vets in 
Llangefni for their kindness to Tilly over 
the years; to Dr Julie Turner, Rainbow 
Vet, who helped Tilly on her way at the 
end; and to everybody who messaged 
and telephoned me after Tilly had gone 
over the Rainbow Bridge.  
 

Thank you all. 
          

Tilly’s bezzie, Edie, will be stepping into 
the breach in May. Like Tilly, she’s a 
Westie. Readers will know her from 
previous articles; she’s the one with a 
waggy tail and floppy ears who likes to 
stay in bed. Edie lives in Warrington with 
the Boss’s sister.  
 

Edie introduces herself on page 33. 
 

If any of Tilly’s readers would like a set 
of her articles – there are 19 of them – 
e-mail puffinpages@gmail.com and 

we’ll e-mail them with pleasure. 
 

                                         
What’s happening where? 
 

iNotei 
 

We do our best to ensure that dates, 
times and so on are accurate. 
Information can change, though, so be 
sure to check beforehand.  
 

iAngleseyi 
 

 Coed Lleol/Small Woods: Small 

Woods is a national charity with 
woodland programmes in England, 
Wales and Scotland.  

 

It was formed in 1988 as the national 
organisation for small woodlands, 
and has a significant track record in 
managing Social Forestry projects, 
as well as projects to promote 
sustainable management of small 
woodlands for social, environmental 
and economic benefit. 

 

Coed Lleol/Small Woods in Wales 
was established in 2002, and helps 
to improve the health and wellbeing 

of people across Wales through 
woodland- and nature-based 
activities.  

 

All of our sessions are free and open 
to all, but booking is essential. 

 

For more information and to book 
training and events: 

 

 laurenwood@smallwoods 
 .org.uk 
 vivienneplank@smallwoods 
 .org.uk  

 

Follow us on Facebook: 
 

 Coed Lleol Anglesey 
 www.facebook.com/CoedLleol 
 Anglesey/ 

 

 Coed Lleol/Small Woods 
 www.smallwoods.org.uk/  

 

 
 

iAnglesey, Gwyneddi 
 

 Anglesey & Gwynedd Widowed 
Group: please note that this is not a 

dating site; the organisers are 
volunteers and the group is not a 
charity.  

 

It’s a group for widows and widowers 
aged over 50 (suggested age only) 
who live permanently in the 
Anglesey, Bangor and Caernarfon 
(Gwynedd) areas.  

 

We meet for regular get-togethers: 
coffee, lunch, days out, leisure 
activities, evenings out, theatre, 
concerts, coach trips and so on, and 
holidays, UK and abroad, and 
cruises as well.  

 

This is not a support group, just a 
group of people who have been 
through the loss of a spouse or long- 
term partner, and who can 
empathise with each other but are 
ready to start enjoying life again. 

 

We use www.meetup.com for 

information about events and to keep 
in touch. Search Anglesey & 
Gwynedd widowed and you’ll find us. 

 

We are a bilingual group, with 
membership at roughly 50/50, so we 
organise Welsh events as well as 
English. 

 

If you’d like more information please 
contact me, Lyn Roberts. 

 

 07474 224246 
 

 lyn2910@yahoo.co.uk 
 

iBeaumarisi 
 

 Clwb Bowlio Beaumaris Bowling 
Club: Clwb Bowlio Beaumaris 

Bowling Club fielded eight teams last 
year, in five different Leagues, and 
would like to welcome new 
members, young or old, male or 
female. 

 

mailto:puffinpages@gmail.com
mailto:laurenwood@smallwoods.org.uk
mailto:laurenwood@smallwoods.org.uk
mailto:vivienneplank@smallwoods.org.uk
mailto:vivienneplank@smallwoods.org.uk
http://www.facebook.com/CoedLleolAnglesey/
http://www.facebook.com/CoedLleolAnglesey/
http://www.smallwoods.org.uk/
http://www.meetup.com/
mailto:lyn2910@yahoo.co.uk
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Tip Top Tiling 
 

"Treating every home like it’s our own" 
 

Portfolio and tiling ideas  
available on 

 

       
 

 

All aspects of tiling work 
 

kitchen splashbacks  bathrooms  wet rooms 
floors & walls, internal & external 

 

installation of electric underfloor heating 
_________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Working with all tile types 
 

ceramic  porcelain  mosaic  
limestone  granite  travertine 

marble  slate 
_________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Repair work undertaken 
 

including resiliconing, regrouting  
and replacing damaged tiles 

_________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

14 years’ tiling experience 
_________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Contact Geoffrey Lunn 
 

E-mail 6Ttiptoptiling91@outlook.com6T 
 

Mobile 07713 840964 
_________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Anglesey-based (Rhostrehwfa), 
covering 

 

Anglesey  Holyhead  Bangor  Caernarfon 
surrounding areas 

  

   

The Club is at Happy Valley, by the 
beautiful Beaumaris Castle. For 
more information and/or a taster 
session please contact Dave 
Mathias, Secretary. 

 

 6Tdavemathias49@gmail.com6T 
 

 01248 490222, 07712 121147 
 

 Beaumaris Bowling Club 
 6Thttps://beaumarisbowlingclub.6T 
 6Tyolasite.com/6T 

 

 Beaumaris Bowling Club 
 6Twww.facebook.com/people/6T 
 6TBeaumaris-Bowling-Club/10006T 
 6T63490482942/6T 

 

• Clwb Rhwyfo Beaumaris Rowing 
Club: there’s a long history of 
competitive rowing on the Strait. The 
Club runs taster events during April 
and September for people to learn 
about, and have a go at, rowing a 
Celtic. It doesn’t matter if you’ve 
never rowed before; we’ll show you 
the ropes. 

 

Visit our website if you’d like to know 
more about us. 

 

 6Twww.beaumarisrowingclub.6T 
 6Torg.uk/6T 

 

 
 

• Beaumaris Cricket Club: we 
welcome new members; our average 
age is somewhere around 50, a few 
younger and some older! If you’d like 
to join us give one of us a call: 

 

Chairman: Ian Gorst Jones,  
 01248 811248 
Captain: David Graves,  
 07851 632881 
Vice-Captain: Evan Hughes,  
 07999 505001 
Match organiser: Philip Lewis,  
 07484 262297 

 

 6Twww.facebook.com/people/6T 
 6TBeaumaris-Cricket-Club/6T 
 6T100057043976040/6T  

 

• Beaumaris Film Night: put the first 
Thursday of every month in your 
diary! Have a look below at what’s 
coming in the next three months.  

 

Refreshments are available from 
7.00pm; the film starts at 7.30pm. 
Tickets are still just £5 each, and are 
available in advance from reception, 
or telephone to book. 

 

 01248 811200 
 

Volunteers are always welcome at 
Beaumaris Film Night; please 
contact Stephen Marsden for more 
information. 

 

 07774 699685 
 

Put these dates in your diary... 

o 6 February: Rye Lane (2023), 
starring David Jonsson, Vivan 
Oparah, Poppy Allen-Quarmby.  

 

A smart romantic drama of wit 
and charm in which two twenty- 
somethings in South London help 
each other over their nightmare 
exes. (1h 22m; 15) 

 

 
 

o 6 March: Dean Spanley (2008), 
starring Jeremy Northam, Sam 
Neill, bryan Brown, Peter 
O’Toole.  

 

 
 

A poignant comedy: grieving for 
his eldest son, Peter O’Toole 
attends a talk on reincarnation, 
and befriends the charismatic 

 

http://www.seiriolalliance.co.uk/newsletters/�
mailto:Tiptoptiling91@outlook.com�
mailto:davemathias49@gmail.com�
https://beaumarisbowlingclub./�
https://beaumarisbowlingclub.yolasite.com/�
http://www.facebook.com/people/Beaumaris-Bowling-Club/100063490482942/�
http://www.facebook.com/people/Beaumaris-Bowling-Club/100063490482942/�
http://www.facebook.com/people/Beaumaris-Bowling-Club/100063490482942/�
http://www.beaumarisrowingclub.org.uk/�
http://www.beaumarisrowingclub.org.uk/�
http://www.facebook.com/people/Beaumaris-Cricket-Club/100057043976040/�
http://www.facebook.com/people/Beaumaris-Cricket-Club/100057043976040/�
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Dean Spanley.  
(1h 40m; PG) 

 

o 3 April: The Old Oak (2023), 

starring Dave Turner, Ebla Mari, 
Claire Rodgerson.  

 

 
 

In a former northern mining 
community, the pub owner’s 
friendship with a young Syrian 
refugee woman offers hope amid 

the resentment. (1h 53m; 15) 
 

 RNLI: volunteers wanted! The 

RNLI is working hard to make itself 
inclusive, with the Fundraising Team, 
shop helpers and crews all working 
together as a team.  

 

We’d give a big welcome to anyone 
who would like to volunteer in any 
capacity.  

 

If you’re interested do call in at the 
RNLI shop at the boathouse or 
telephone Valary Wakefield on 
01248 811375. 

 

Events: keep a lookout for notices in 

Beaumaris, and check Facebook 
regularly. 

 

 Beaumaris RNLI Lifeboat 
 www.facebook.com/beaumaris 
 .rnli.lifeboat/ 

 

 Find my nearest lifeboat station 
 https://rnli.org/find-my-nearest/ 
 lifeboat-stations 

 

 Beaumaris Lifeboat Day: Saturday 

23 August; keep your eyes open for 

updates in The Puffin and on social 

media. 
 

 
 

 Beaumaris Over 50s Club: you’re 

welcome to join us if you’re 50+ and 
live in or near Beaumaris. 

  

Club meetings take place at 2.00pm 
on the last Monday of the month.  

 

The current annual cost of 
membership is only £5 and 
contributions are taken at each 
meeting towards tea/coffee and raffle 
prizes. 

 

We extend a warm welcome to new 
and old members. 

 

o 24 Chwefror/February: 

Sgwrs gan Henry Chesterton ar 
Hwylio Treftadaeth Afon Menai. 
Talk by Henry Chesterton on 

Menai Strait’s Heritage Sailing. 
o 24 Mawrth/March: 

Cystadleuaeth Boned Pasg a 
chwis. 
Easter Bonnet competition and 
quiz. 

o 28 Ebrill/April: 

Cyflwyniad gan Geraldine 
Heddick ar 'Crefft Tecstilau'. 
Presentation by Geraldine 
Heddick on 'Textile Art'. 

 

For more details, please contact the 
Chair, Mike Davies. 

 

 01248 812157, 07483 827069 
 

 dmikedmail@gmail.com 
 The Iorwerth Rowlands Centre 
 Steeple Lane 
 Beaumaris  
 LL58 8AE 

 

 Beaumaris Singing For Pleasure 
Group: do you want to: 

 

o Improve your memory? 
o Relieve stress and anxiety? 
o Boost your immune system? 
o Improve your lung function? 
o Uplift your mood? 
o Make new friends?  

 

...and, most importantly, have fun? 
 

If the answer’s YES, join us at the 
Iorwerth Rowlands Centre on 
Mondays, 11.00am-12.00 noon. 

 

£2.50 per session, including tea, 
coffee, biscuits. New members will 
be very welcome! 

 

For more information, please contact 
Mike Davies. 

 

 01248 812157, 07483 827069 
 

 dmikedmail@gmail.com 
 

 The Iorwerth Rowlands Centre 
 Steeple Lane  
 Beaumaris  
 LL58 8AE 

 

 Menopause Café: the first Saturday 

of the month at Canolfan Hamdden 
Beaumaris Leisure Centre, 10.00am-
12.00 noon.  

 

It’s a warm, respectful, welcoming 
space for those who are impacted by 
anything that relates to menopause, 
as part of providing community 
wellbeing places. 

 

Entry is £2.50, the proceeds to go to 
The Canolfan Development Fund. 

 

 enquiries@canolfanbeau 
 maris.org.uk 

 

Keep a lookout for any changes to 
our dates and hours in 2025. 

 

 Canolfan Hamdden Beaumaris 
Leisure Centre: There’s so much 

happening at Canolfan Hamdden 
Beaumaris that we don’t have room 
for it here.  

 

Turn to pages 18-19 and 25 to read 
more about what’s happening.  

 Canolfan Hamdden Beaumaris    
 Leisure Centre      
 Rating Row 
 Beaumaris 
 Anglesey  
 LL58 8AL 

 

 01248 811200 
 

 enquiries@canolfan 
 beaumaris.org.uk 

 

 Canolfan Beaumaris 
 www.canolfanbeaumaris. 
 org.uk/ 

 

 
 

 Seiriol Good Turn Scheme: if you 

live in the Seiriol Ward area 
(Beaumaris, Glanrafon, Llandegfan, 
Llanddona, Llanfaes, Llangoed, 
Llansadwrn and Penmon) the Seiriol 
Good Turn Scheme may be able to 
help you. 

 

The services offered by the Scheme 
are provided by volunteers, and offer 
help to any person living in the 
Seiriol Ward who, due to illness, 
incapacity or some other need, may 
benefit from the help that is available. 

 

If you feel that the Scheme could 
help you please telephone us and we 
will arrange a home visit to discuss 
your needs. 

 

 01248 305014  
 Monday-Friday,  
 9.00am-5.00pm  

 

  
 

 Dancing at the Canolfan! Want to 

learn to dance? You can dance but 
want to improve?  

 

Come along to Caroline’s friendly 
classes at Canolfan Hamdden 
Beaumaris on Fridays, 7.00pm-
9.00pm; everybody welcome. 

 

 01248 811200 
 

 enquiries@canolfanbeaumaris 
 .org.uk 

 

 Beaumaris Makers Market: Castle 

Square, Beaumaris LL58 8AL (in 
front of the Castle Court Hotel, 
adjacent to the castle). 

 

 Beaumaris Makers Market 
 www.facebook.com/beaumaris  
 makersmarket/ 

 

 Beaumaris Artisan Market: Rating 

Row, Beaumaris LL58 8AP (in front 
of the David Hughes Community 
Centre). 

 

 Beaumaris Artisan Market 
 https://beaumarisartisan 
 market.blogspot.com 

 

 (continued on page 10) 
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