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I1929: the Grand Nationali 
 

To the amazement of the public and 
the horror of pundits, 66 horses 
went to the post for the 1929 Grand 
National. Easter Hero was the 
favourite at the unrealistic odds of 
9/1.  
 

Also in the race was the seven-
year-old Gregalach, a half-brother to 
Easter Hero. Gregalach was owned 

by Mrs M A Gemmell, and entered 
Tom Leader’s Newmarket training 
establishment. Gregalach had run 
up a long sequence of seconds 
before a lacklustre performance at 
Sandown just eight days before the 
Grand National. His rider was the 
Australian Robert Everett, late of the 
Royal Navy. He had been a 
professional barely twelve months, 
but with extensive experience in 
South Africa was partnering the 
least fancied of Tom Leader’s five 
runners. 
 

Stretching for almost half a mile in 
front of the stands, the 66 runners 
paraded in race-card order. Easter 
Hero was sweating heavily but, 
when the tape went up, he settled 
immediately, leading over the first 
jump where not one horse fell. The 
first ditch brought the first casualties, 
no fewer than ten runners falling or 
refusing. Easter Hero was jumping 

like a stag and set a terrific pace. A 
crescendo of cheering spurred 
some 20 survivors over the Water 
and Mr Whitney’s powerful chestnut 
continued to skip over the fences. 
Over Valentine’s, the favourite was 
running them all into the ground 
when suddenly his stride seemed to 
shorten and for the first time the 
zest began to seep away, It was 
later discovered that he had spread 
a plate somewhere in that vicinity 
and from there on, every stride 
became agony for Easter Hero. 
Battling courageously to the end, he 
was unable to resist the challenge 
of Gregalach who overtook him 

between the last two fences and 
stayed on to win by six lengths, the 

The Governor’s Quick Crossword no 16: 

Solution 
 

 
 

Fianchetto 66’s Chess no 7:  

solution 
 

Qf6+ Nxf6 2. Be7#.  
 

In plain language, white’s queen moves three 
squares forward, putting the black king in check 
and letting the black knight on the top row 
capture her.  
 

Madness, I hear you cry!...but this daring 
sacrifice allows white’s bishop to move diagonally 
one space to the right and checkmate the black 
king. 
_________________________________________________________________________________________ 
_________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

 
 

first of ten finishers in a record field 
of 66 starters.  
 

For the second year running the 
bookmakers had cause to smile, for 
the winner was again at 100/1. 
 

In 1930, a year after this sensational 
victory Everett was a faller on 
Gregalach; his mount was then 
semi-fit after an interrupted 
preparation.  
 

When Gregalach returned fully fit in 
1931 he finished runner-up, beaten 
by only one and a half lengths by 
the more fancied Grakle. By this 
time, Everett had been replaced as 
Gregalach’s rider by Jack Moloney. 
 

Everett himself fell in the race, this 
time on Kakushin. 

 

In the photograph (source 3), Ted 

Leader is seen congratulating 
Gregalach’s winning owner, Mrs 

Gemmell, and Robert Everett. Billy 
Stott on Richmond II is on the right 
of the picture, and J Mason on 
Melleray’s Belle on the left. 
 

Sources: these are the three 

sources that Andrew kindly lent me: 
 

1     A Race Apart: the history of the 
Grand National 

Reg Green 
Hodder & Stoughton, 1988 
ISBN 0-340-41578-9 

 

(pages 204-206) 
 

2     A-Z of the Grand National 
John Cottrell & Marcus 
Armytage 
Highdown, 2008 
ISBN 978-1-905156-43-6 

 

(page 161) 
 

3     The Grand National: An 
Illustrated History of the 
Greatest Steeplechase in the 
World 
Clive Graham & Bill Curling 
Barrie & Jenkins, 1972 
ISBN 0214 65339 0 

 

(page 117, page 119) 
 

Now you must wait for The Puffin 

49! 
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Tailpiece: a Weary Westie on 

eating an art installation, waggy 

tails and 'Semaphore Ears' 
Dame Tilly Barker of Llanddona (dogtated to 
Andrew Perrott)  
 

You might laugh, dear reader (I was 
dogtating from the comfort of one of my 
many armchairs)... I was telling the Boss 
not to go on about my most recent 
canine vandalism while he was cleaning 
my eyes one morning a few weeks ago.  
 

 
 

Who? Me? I’d been caught in the act... 
  

 
 

...so I decided to take a power nap... 
 

The Boss had taken me with him when 
he went to Jane Bunce’s gallery in 
Penmon to photograph the lovely picture 
that’s on this month’s cover.  
 

Yes, I did eat an art installation, or at 
least I gave it a jolly good mangling. 
What is a small woolly white dog meant 
to do if Jane leaves such enticements at 
nose level? As soon as I saw it I heard 
the Siren Song: "eat me, eat me..." So I 
did so. Larch cones, twigs, bits of wood: 
what fun it was. 
 

As you can see, I gave them one of my 
'doggie on a chocky box' looks, but they 
didn’t fall for that trick, so I tried the 
waggy tail trick instead (see a bit further 
on)...no luck there, either, so I took the 
easy way out: a power nap. It always  

works. Their attention span is often very 
short... 
 

Another thing that he mentioned one 
morning was dogs and waggy tails: 
apparently, he said, new research 
suggested that dogs wag their tails for 
humans. Well, I thought, what’s new about 
that? I could have told him all about the 
purpose of waggy tails years ago... 
 

 
 

My bezzie Edie, the 'Queen of Waggy Tails', 

being a brazen hussy... 
 

Most people think that we wag our tails 
because we’re excited or happy to see 
our servant (Boss-speak for owner). I’m 

a waggy dog because I’m a happy dog, 
and I wag at the Boss because he’s 
happy when I’m happy. He’s easily 
pleased. Researchers say that we’re 
waggy because humans love the rhythm 
of our wagging, or because we’ve been 
domesticated. Anyway, I know which 
side of my bread’s buttered; I keep him 
happy by wagging and the rest follows. 
 

My bezzie Edie is much waggier than 
me. I think her tail’s solar-powered 
because it never seems to stop. She can 
be such a hussy at times; she wags and 
rolls over at a moment’s notice in the 
hope that somebody will scratch her 
tum. It always works...  
 

Another trick that every dog with pointy-
up ears like mine should use whenever 
possible is 'Semaphore Ears'. When I 
was a pup I was a tiny fluffy ball, and I 
had huge ears; not just big as they are 
now, but huge. I grew into them, though, 
and now they’re just two of my many 
attractive features. They’re still big...  

Most of the time they point up, but I can 
make them lie flat...and I can make them 
do different things at the same time: one 
up, one down, that sort of thing... The 
Boss always falls for it.  
 

 
 

Four months old...and what big ears I had... 
 

 
 

Ears down and folded back...I wasn’t feeling well, 

and I didn’t even want to go for a ride in the car... 
 

Edie has floppy-down ears, and they’re 
really big – much bigger than mine are – 
when the wind blows them so that they 
stick up. That’s probably why they flop 
over.  
 

I told her that she should use something 
like matchsticks to make them stand up 
like mine do, but she wasn’t having any 
of that. She said that she was quite 
happy with her ears as they are. 
 

 Here's why dogs wag their tails,  
 according to science 
 www.standard.co.uk/news/uk/why 
 -reasons-dogs-wag-tails-animals- 
 pets-science-b1132973.html 
 

 Why do dogs wag their tails? 
 https://royalsocietypublishing.org/ 
 doi/10.1098/rsbl.2023.0407 

 
 

Local Facebook links 
 

 Anglesey Community Noticeboard/Hysbysfwrdd Cymunedol Môn 
www.facebook.com/groups/205528177434085/  

 

 Friends of Beaumaris 
www.facebook.com/groups/521368261344315/  

 

 Beaumaris Community Activities and Information/Gweithgareddau 
Biwmares  
www.facebook.com/groups/400365856820659/  

 

 Ffrindiau Cwlwm Seiriol Friends 
www.facebook.com/groups/395263584239092/  

 

 Cymuned Llanddona Community 
www.facebook.com/groups/llanddona/  

 Cymuned Llandegfan Community 
www.facebook.com/groups/1518554195120520/  

 

 Ffrindiau Llangoed  
www.facebook.com/groups/1458577214379355/  

 

 Cymuned Llangoed Community 
www.facebook.com/groups/Llangoed/  

 

 Pobol Llansadwrn People 
www.facebook.com/groups/3140572646162274/  

 

 Hysbysfwrdd Seiriol Noticeboard 
www.facebook.com/groups/1600203890233039/ 

 
 

http://www.standard.co.uk/news/uk/why-reasons-dogs-wag-tails-animals-pets-science-b1132973.html
http://www.standard.co.uk/news/uk/why-reasons-dogs-wag-tails-animals-pets-science-b1132973.html
http://www.standard.co.uk/news/uk/why-reasons-dogs-wag-tails-animals-pets-science-b1132973.html
https://royalsocietypublishing.org/doi/10.1098/rsbl.2023.0407
https://royalsocietypublishing.org/doi/10.1098/rsbl.2023.0407
http://www.facebook.com/groups/205528177434085/
http://www.facebook.com/groups/521368261344315/
http://www.facebook.com/groups/400365856820659/
http://www.facebook.com/groups/395263584239092/
http://www.facebook.com/groups/llanddona/
http://www.facebook.com/groups/1518554195120520/
http://www.facebook.com/groups/1458577214379355/
http://www.facebook.com/groups/Llangoed/
http://www.facebook.com/groups/3140572646162274/
http://www.facebook.com/groups/1600203890233039/
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3TABC Service Station 
Gallows Point, Beaumaris, Anglesey LL58 8YH 

 

 01248 810359     
 7Twww.facebook.com/ABC-Service-Station-947345708674543/7T 

 

Thank you, ABC Service Station, for supporting The Puffin 

                      

 

 
                        

  

 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Beaumaris Town Council 
 

Town Hall, Castle Street, Beaumaris, Anglesey LL58 8AP 
 
 

 01248 810317   

 7Tbeaumaristowncouncil@tiscali.co.uk7T     7Twww.beaumaristowncouncil.gov.uk/7T 
 

Thank you, Beaumaris Town Council, for supporting The Puffin 

 

 
 
 
 

Canolfan Beaumaris 
A not-for-profit Social Enterprise Business supporting the community since 2013 

Thank you, Canolfan Beaumaris, for supporting The Puffin 
 

Rating Row, Beaumaris, Anglesey LL58 8AL     01248 811200  
 7Tenquiries@canolfanbeaumaris.org.uk7T           7Twww.canolfanbeaumaris.org.uk/7T 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 

 

Central Bakery specialises in artisan breads, homemade pies and pasties. There’s always a 
delicious selection of freshly-baked produce from which to choose, whatever the season. 

 

Thank you, Central Bakery, for supporting The Puffin  
 

22 Margaret Street, Beaumaris, Anglesey LL58 8DN 
 

 01248 810386      7Twww.facebook.com/central-bakery-1544465662475012/7T 
 
 
 

Ena’s Newsagents 
 

   Ena’s Newsagents 
 

      Ena’s Newsagents 

For newspapers, magazines and things  
that you know you need 

 

Thank you, Ena’s Newsagents, for supporting The Puffin 
 

24 Castle Street, Beaumaris, Anglesey LL58 8AP 
 01248 810292 

Ena’s Newsagents 
 

   Ena’s Newsagents 
 

      Ena’s Newsagents 
 

 
 

 
 

 

We support communities around our local neighbourhood 
stores, and provide a great range of quality everyday products 
and services, close to where people live, and available when 

they need them. 
 

Thank you, Morrisons Daily, for supporting The Puffin 

China House, Llangoed, 
Anglesey LL58 8NW 

 
 01248 490056 

 
 7Twww.mccolls.co.uk/7T 

 
 
 

 

Yr Owain Glyndŵr        Community Pub Hero Award Winner 2024 
Enjoy our friendly atmosphere and local cask ales, lagers and cider, wines, spirits and soft drinks...and in the bar and 

restaurant, a superb range of home-made meals and snacks 
Thank you, Owain Glyndŵr, for supporting The Puffin 

 

 01248 810710        Llanddona, Anglesey LL58 8UF         contact@ogdllanddona.co.uk 
 7Twww.facebook.com/pages/the-owain-glyndwr/1603509606584467T  

 
 
 

 

 The Pilot House Café 
 

Black Point, Penmon, Anglesey LL58 8RR 
 01248 490140      7Twww.pilothousecafe.com/7T  

Open daily from 10.00am until late in the season, and during daylight hours in winter 
 

Thank you, Pilot House Café, for supporting The Puffin 

 
 
 
 
 
 
  

 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

♥ The shop at the heart of Llandegfan ♥ 
 

We support local producers, including Mercado by 
Midland and Central Bakery, Beaumaris 

 

Thank you, Siop Llandêg, for supporting The Puffin 

 

Siop Llandêg 
Lon Ganol, Llandegfan 

Anglesey LL59 5UA 
 

 07592 950159 
 siopllandeg@yahoo.com 

 
 
 

 
 

   

 

We’re proud to be a part of the community. We provide the essentials, we serve with a smile and 
we support local suppliers, schools and charities. We’re there for you, and there for everyone. 

 

Thank you, Spar, for supporting The Puffin  
 

11 Castle Street, Beaumaris, Anglesey LL58 8AB 
 01248 810326      7Twww.spar.co.uk/store-locator/afb45405-spar-beaumaris7T 
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Editorial information and other 'useful to know' stuff 
 

The Editorial Team 
 

Sponsorship and advertising 
 

 Please contact us by e-mail if you would like to sponsor 

The Puffin or place an advertisement in it. 
 

Where to pick up your copy of The Puffin 
 

 Beaumaris 
 

ABC Service Station, Gallows Point, Beaumaris LL58 8YH 
Canolfan Beaumaris Leisure Centre, Rating Row,  

Beaumaris LL58 8AL 
Central Bakery, 22 Margaret Street, Beaumaris LL58 8DN 
Ena’s Newsagents, 24 Castle Street, Beaumaris LL58 8AP 
Spar, 11 Castle Street, Beaumaris LL58 8AB 
Town Hall (entrance lobby), Castle Street,  

Beaumaris LL58 8AP 
 

 Llanddona 
 

The Owain Glyndŵr, Llanddona LL58 8UF 
Wern y Wylan, Llanddona LL58 8TR (at Wern y Wylan  

Court) 
 

 Llandegfan 
 

Siop Llandêg, Lon Ganol, Llandegfan LL59 5UA 
 

 Llangoed 
 

Morrisons Daily, China House, Llangoed LL58 8NW 
 

 Penmon 
 

The Pilot House Café, Black Point, Penmon LL58 8RR 
 

 On-line 
 

www.seiriolalliance.co.uk/newsletters/ 
 

Some useful contacts 

 

Richard Adams 
 

Mavis Bishop 
 

Paul Bishop 
 

John Briggs 

John Nunn  
 

Andrew Perrott 

 

Owen Williams 

 

 puffinpages@gmail.com   
 

Editorial Policy 
 

 The Puffin is a community journal. It does not become 

involved in matters such as politics, local or national, but is 
intended to be a means of bringing people and 
communities together, celebrating our 'sense of 
community' and the beautiful part of the world in which we 
live, so please be kind, courteous and respectful. 'Hot' 
topics related to the local context are fine, but we ask that 
people respect the fact that alternative views may be valid 
as well. 

 

 We welcome news, letters and interesting articles, in 
Welsh and in English, as long as they are attributed to an 
author; please don’t send us anything marked 'not for 
publication'. 

 

 The views expressed in The Puffin do not necessarily 

represent those of the Editorial Team. 
 

 We review all items for material that is obviously libellous 
or offensive, but we cannot check for factual accuracy 
because we might not be sufficiently expert on the topic, 
and because of time constraints. 

 

 If you have strong feelings about what is said, or is not 

said, in The Puffin, don’t bottle it up: get in touch with us 

or join the group of volunteers who form the Editorial Team 
who enable its production. 

 

General information and publication dates 
 

 We will do our best to reply to your e-mails quickly. 
 

 If you e-mail photographs and other pictures to us for 

inclusion in The Puffin, please send them in .jpg format if 

possible. If you send photographs or documents to us by 
post, be sure to enclose a stamped, self-addressed 
envelope so that we can return them to you after they’ve 
been scanned. 

 

 The word count per column is c.350 (three-column page) 
and c.520 (two-column page). 

 

 The Puffin is published in:  
 

February: submissions by 1 January 
May: submissions by 1 April 
August: submissions by 1 July 
November: submissions by 1 October 

 

Submissions and donations by post 
 

 We are happy to receive submissions – and donations, of 
course! – by post. Please send them to: 

 

Andrew Perrott 
Glangors 
Llanddona  
Anglesey 
LL58 8TU 

 

Mark the envelope The Puffin and enclose your address, 

an e-mail address and/or telephone number so that we can 
let you have an acknowledgement and a 'thank you'.  

 

 If you would like to make a donation by bank transfer, our 
details are:  

 

Bank: NatWest 

Account name: The Puffin 

Account number: 88609782 
Sort code 54-10-01 

Alcoholics Anonymous 0800 917 7650 

Canolfan Iechyd Beaumaris Health Centre 01248 810818 

Canolfan Beaumaris Leisure Centre 01248 811200 

Cynllun Tro Da Seiriol Good Turn Scheme 01248 305014 

Dŵr Cymru/Welsh Water: leaks 0800 281 432 

water services and emergencies 0800 052 0130 

sewerage services and emergencies 0800 085 3968 

Electricity (SP Energy Networks):  

information about power cuts 0800 001 5400 

Floodline 0345 988 1188 

Gas: National Gas Emergency Service 0800 111 999 

Isle of Anglesey County Council: 01248 750057 

Beaumaris library 01248 810659 

Children’s Services 01248 752722 

missed waste collections  01248 752860 

NHS (NHS Direct closed in 2014):  

for non-emergency medical help 111 

NSPCC:  

help for adults concerned about a child 0808 800 5000 

help for children and young people 0800 1111 

Police: non-emergency 101 

Police Community Support Officer:  

(not known at April 2024)  

Post Office: customer helpline 0345 611 2970 

Morrisons Daily, Llangoed 01248 490056 

Spar, Beaumaris  01248 810326 

RSPCA: daily, 9.00am-6.00pm 07490 642555 

Samaritans: English language 116123 

Welsh language 0808 164 0123 

Ysbyty Gwynedd Hospital 01248 384384 
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